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Being a travel writer, 
I frequently get 
opportunities to go 
on amazing trips. 
But, when I had 
to attend a media 

launch in a faraway land recently, I 
had to go through the complicated 
process of applying for a visa.

First, I had to complete an 
online application on a website 
that looked like it was designed 
pre-Y2K. This included providing 
them with a new set of passport 
photographs (read: copies of 
a sel� e I quickly snapped at 
home), as well as my income and 
employment documentation.

Then, a� er submiting all the 
details around my � ights and 
accommodation, and signing and 
dating all the forms, I had to pay 
the application fee. But there was 
no option for credit card payment. 
I had to go to the real-world bank, 
for the � rst time in forever, to get 
a guaranteed cheque.

Sometimes it’s best
to travel closer 
to home, writes 
Eugene Yiga
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ENTER THE TIME CAPSULE
‘We charge an extra 20% on top of 
the amount,’ the cashier said. ‘And 
it takes half an hour because we do 
it manually.’ By this time, I’d already 
been waiting that long just for my 
ticket number to be called. Stick 
around some more? No thanks.

The post o�  ce was my next 
stop, also for the � rst time in forever. 
‘Sorry, we require cash payments 
on postal orders,’ the cashier said. 
So, I went hunting for an ATM.

Finally, a� er one of the most 
perplexing days I’ve had in a long 
time, it was done. The courier came 
to collect my application pack and 
all I had to do was wait. And wait. 
And wait some more.

AS PAINFUL AS POSSIBLE
A� er two weeks of no response 
(and having all my email queries 
ignored), I called the country 
in question’s High Commission. 
At � rst, the number was engaged 
– you know, because having only 
one landline is enough. But I 
eventually got through to a woman 
who sounded like I had just woken 
her up from a blissful nap.

‘We received your application 
15 days ago, but the man in charge 
of deliveries misplaced it,’ she 
sighed. ‘I only found it now, but the 
postal order payment is missing. 
Can you pay it again?’ So that it 
can go ‘missing’ again? No thanks.

Honestly, if your � rst impression 
of a country screams ‘we aim 
to make your visit as painful as 
possible’, what’s the point of going 
there at all? It might be better to 
just travel locally instead.  
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